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In statements to reporters on Oct. 17, Vilma Nunez, president of the independent Nicaraguan
Human Rights Commission (CNIDH), said 226 Nicaraguans had been assassinated since President
Violeta Chamorro took office in April 1990. A CNIDH investigation, the results of which are to be
submitted to the Inter-American Human Rights Commission in the near future, indicated that
115 of the 226 victims were killed in northern Nicaragua. Nunez described the current situation as
"dramatic and alarming," given that Nicaragua is no longer a country at war and that the Chamorro
government cannot be accused of "promoting repression." In 80% of the killings documented by
the CNIDH, perpetrators enjoyed "total immunity." Charges were filed in only 20% of the cases. Of
the latter, the courts have not yet resolved a single case. The CNIDH report provides the following
breakdown of assassination victims in Jinotega and Matagalpa departments (northern Nicaragua)
between May 1, 1990 and Sept. 15, 1991: 32 members of the Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN); 28 members of agricultural cooperatives; 26 former contras; 12 army officers; 15 police
officers; and, two union activists. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 10/17/91)
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